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MACADAMIA NUTS 

How many travellers came off  planes following a holiday in Australia, Hawaii or 
many other hot spots carrying boxes of chocolate covered macadamia nuts? 

It is true, they are a hard nut to crack but it is difficult to resist one, two or more 
of these nuts with their creamy, buttery taste. 

Vern Jensen produced another of his      
botanical samples at a May Smoko session. 
Not many were able to correctly label this 
branch, flower and nut from a macadamia 
tree. 

Macadamia nuts were first grown in North-
land but there are now orchards in Bay of 
Plenty, Auckland, Taranaki, Coromandel, 
East Cape and Hawke's Bay with several 
trees growing in the Manawatu and      
Horowhenua. Soils rich in organic matter 

are best although macadamias apparently also 
grow in clay and sandy soils.  

To date, the trees do not enjoy cold weather       
especially if windy. The trees will not survive heavy 
frosts let alone snowy climates. However there are 
always those experimenting and adapting plants 
to fit climates and with a warming planet                
macadamias may soon be grown in more           
places. Rich in magnesium, iron, Vitamin B6 plus                
antioxidants, macadamias help prevent                     
inflammation, aid digestion and are reputed to 
boost heart health. Their monounsaturated fats 
help reduce cholesterol and aid in cleaning the arteries. Their palmitoleic acid 
increases fat metabolism and reduces fat storage. 

Several mechanisms to open the hard shelled macadamias are available on the 
market with a range of prices. However Google states, 'any heavy, flat, hard 
rock should work. Grasp the rock tightly, lift it over your head, then smash it 
down on the seam of the macadamia nutshell. The shell should pop right open. 
Let the rock bounce back toward you slightly after you put it down.' 

BIG SHOES TO FILL 
After 20 years of producing The Chronicle, Brian & Rosalie Hunter have handed 
the task to Geoff & Val Brannan.  Definitely big shoes to fill. Ideas, articles, pho-
tographs, suggestions - in fact anything to make the newsletter interesting 
would be appreciated.  Do not be surprised if editions of The Chronicle change 
as we search for a new format—if the banks can do it (e.g. Kiwibank) then so 
can we—at no extra cost. 
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From Papers Past the below advertise-
ment from the Feilding Star, May 1883 
shows the cost of footwear in Feilding.  
New arrivals in Feilding planning to set up 
shop would need to have a good supply 
of leather and other materials before 
opening their business. There were sever-
al boot makers in town at this time in-
cluding W. Campbell and S. Svendsen. 

Rosalie and Brian  Hunter 



   Johnston Park carved out of the bush.                          Johnston Park Grandstand 1920's 

BEV & CHRISTINE IN FEILDING & DISTRICT ARCHIVE WITH  
RECORDS FROM THE FEILDING RUGBY FOOTBALL CLUB.                                                          

Was this trophy for dancing                                          
on or off the field?          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The first recorded match was against a Rangitikei Combined Club XV and was 
played in Feilding in 1878 The match would not have been played on the well 
manicured field seen in the 21st century, instead players were likely to have  
found it necessary to avoid tree stumps, rocks, stones and other obstacles.  
Diving to score a goal and the gymnastic style tackles of today were seldom 
seen. Cameras were not up to taking the action shots captured today. 

Feilding Racecourse, Manfield and Victoria Parks were used for games but in 
1928 a more permanent home was set up at Johnston Park.  As in any organi-
sation there have been disruptions (World Wars  and more recently Covid Pan-
demic) and disagreements ( in 1896 Feilding, upset at a judiciary report from 
the Manawatu Rugby Union, planned to leave the Manawatu Rugby Union and 
join the Rangitikei Union but the protest solved, they stayed with Manawatu)  

As a result  the Feilding team was the first winner of the J H Hankins Shield, the 
oldest trophy still being presented in NZ for senior club rugby. Many familiar  
names from the Feilding Rugby Football Club are remembered by street and 
place names; Halcombe, Sherwill, Lethbridge, Bailey are just a few examples 
and Matt Belfit, shown in an 1889 FRFC team photo is remembered in the Coach 
House Museum foyer with the Belfit Saddlery shop front display.                                                              
Three All Black  players, ex Feilding Yellows.  

 1953 –  1954 Stewart Fairbairn                          1974 -  1977 Kevin Eveleigh                           2012 -  and still playing   Aaron                                    
14   tests                                                                 30   tests                                                            Smith First halfback to play 
                               100 tests 

RECOLLECTIONS     
AT THE MUSEUM    2.45PM—4PM   FIRST TUESDAY OF EACH MONTH. 
An audio/visual presentation of interviews, events and short film clips. 
PROGRAMME Tuesday  7th June, 2022  
On your Marks….Cliff Simpson ’s story ( represented NZ in 1950 British Empire 
Games held in Auckland.) 
The 2015 opening of the Mangaweka Bridge connecting two sides of the      
Rangitikei river. An audio/ visual presentation by Mary Bielski. 
Easter 2022 Wairarapa Balloon Festival– very short presentation. 
Tea, coffee & biscuits served prior. Gold coin donation please. 


